BUSINESS

JOURNAL

Aepriptas frar Mgwsmhar O S0OT

Serpny Bambwer lgod. Dauphin Cascazlor | okanaon mn

i Yark Dausiinn

DAUPHIN COUNTY

Aviator’s aspirations take off

Local author inducted into Experimental Aircraft [Hall of Fame

BY ERIC VERONIKIS = ercwBioumaimb.com

As a child. he dreamr of flighr.

And in his hearr, Mike Marloowskd said he
lenew one duy be would svar above the doods.,

Buc livele did he know ar the age of § thar his
advenmirons spirir wantld lead to a successful ca-
Tear in aviation.

Murkowski worked as an
engincer for three major air-
craft companies. Butac the age
wl 25, he decided he would
never work for anyone bue
hirmself again. T1e established =
the firse luang. glider- Prcu.{m,—
tion company on the Easr !
Cnasr in the eatly 1970k and Mike Markowski
tounded Aeronautica Publishers, @ publishing
group dedicared w aviation and modcl aircrafr.
The company is hased aur of his home in South
Hanover Toamiship, Dauphin Councy.

Muekowski has published numerous books
on the hisrory of flighr, ulrealighr aircrafrs,
hame-built airplanes and model plases. The
60 year-old Steelon wative was induceed inme
the Experimenral Aircraft Hall of Fame roday
in Oshkosh, Wis. The honar recognizes some-
one whose ennrethution ta aviation has had a
dramatic impact on the evolutivn of Diglt, said
Elissa Lines, vice president of eommercial and
donor relarions for the associarion.

Markowsld feels the same today abouw light
as lie did the first tine he went up in a plane,
hic zaid,

“The first airplane ride | ever had was when
[owas 10 years old in Millersville, When e
were up criising, the pilat ler me take the con-
trals, and 1 fele like I could turn dhe world,”
Markowshi said.

Tom Pephiny, president of Connecrient-
hased Flight Design LSA, a company thar im.
ports stall, Joreign-buile aireraft, nominared
Markowski for rodavs induction.

The two met in 1972, when Peghiny was

16 aid Markowsk was 27, Markowsk mok
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his hang ghder out one day to fly it ofl a Lill in
Framinglun, Mass, Peghiny was our tlying his
remorc-contenl airplane nearky. And when he
saw Warkowski set up his hang glides, lie -
croduced lionsel [

‘Tt was a wuly serendipirous momenr,”
Teghiny said. “After thar, Timmediacely started
doing nothing bue working on hang gliding,”

Markowski worked in a NASA johshop ar
the rime in Massachuserts and said he heard
there would soon be lavolfe. He volunwersd 1o
luse his jub because he wanred o stare his own
hang-glider-produerion eomparny. That's whar
ke did an Jan. 1, 1973,

Thougl Markowski said he feels he was des-
tined o fly, he had to carn his wings. In high
schonl, he knew his chance at attending college
was slim, 1lis farhier was a teachier, and his iiathe
er wis a sway-at-home mom. There were four
kids ro feed and no exrra money, he said, [ le de-
cided o pursue a scholarship via die Capital Ares
Science & Enginesring Fair,

In 10th prade, he develaped 2 wind tunnel,
much like the ones aircraft marnfaenrers tse o
rest airplane designs. Markowskd tested model-
airplane wings in lis wind wnnel. He pertea-
ed his projectin 11th and 1 2th prades and raolk
firse place in the state’s science-fair competition
buis senior year,

The honer carned him a four-year seholar-
ship to Penn Stare University, where he carned
a bachelor’s degree in aetospace engineering in
Uiree years,

“When Twas a senion, T gar (job) offers from
the big three: Boeing, Douglas Aircraft Co. and
Sikorsky Co. in Connecoicur," Markowsld said.
“I chose 1o g0 ro Disuglas in Long Beach, Calif.
and lasted there three months. Lo was 1o (ast
praced, and 1 was homesick.”

Markowski called Sikorsky ro see if the po-
sition he was offered was still wvailable, 1L was,
and he wok ic. Although he would srill he a

rood distance away fram home in Connecei-

PHOTOY SURMITED
Mike Markowski fllas his Eagla IV Saliwing hang
gllder. His aviatlan and self-help publishing
company Is basad In his Dauphin County home.

cut, the job desipning wind wnnels broughe
him elnser ra Central Pennsylvania and paid a
higher Wage, he said. He worked for 5“(4,,11’.51‘;_}"
unul he was laid off in 1970,

He then warked an the F-13, B-1, and che
space shuerle, L hacwas his last job woulkdng fou
anothier aerospace company. After he started
the hang-glider company, he waz offered a con-
react to write 3 book an the sport.

Marleowslad moved back v Cenural Pennsyl-
vania at the cod of 1973 m focus on writing
his honlk.

The 488-page flung Clicders fible was pubs-
lishiedd i 1977 by the now-detunc TAB Books,
hased in Blue Ridge Summir.

The book sold well, and Markowsld stareed
g rnvil-urder business w belp sell it He got an-
other contract with TAB Ly 1978 w0 pendw 576-
page, Encvelnpedia of Home-butl Afreraft. Towax
ane of TARS h:ggrsr sellers, he sad

Not Jong after, MuGraw Hill purchased TAB,
and McGraw Hill asked Markowski ro wrice a
haok an ultra-lighe airerafr. He toak the com-
pany up on its offer but canceled Lis coneac w
publish the book on his own. Markowski sold
22,000 enpies the firsr year, he said,

Aeronaurical Publishers, his from, has peine-
edd 3% books, vight of which Markowski wrote.

Markowski is in the midst of writing a three-
bl series of memoirs he hopes Hollpwoud waps
o produce a film, he said.

Looking hack, Markowski said he is rhank-
ful his grandfather gave him his first wooden
el airplane a die age ol 5

“Thar plane flew inrn rthe air like a home-
" Markcowsld said, “Ohward and
upward,”

sick angel,
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